This issue of AP is the first published by Taylor and Francis, and carries the imprint of the company's medical division ''Informa Healthcare''. I am delighted to welcome Sarah Blatchford (Director, Taylor and Francis Australia) and members of her team (Belinda Cropley, Helen Deayton, Joshua Pitt, Clare Sacker and Lisa De Kleyn), who have commenced a role with this journal. I hope that the new publisher's association with the College proves long, productive and mutually rewarding.
Discerning readers will have observed that our initial issue for the year has appeared earlier than usual. Indeed, the February 2007 issue marks the commencement of bimonthly publication. It is anticipated that this development, together with an increased annual page allocation (from 448 to 576 pages), will enable more timely surfacing of cutting-edge articles and reduced lag to publication for accepted manuscripts. It is also worth noting that, following editing, many papers accepted for publication will now be accessible on-line prior to assignment to a particular issue. The implementation of ''Manuscript Central'', a fully electronic submission and tracking system, scheduled for the latter part of 2007, will also benefit authors and will streamline the publishing process.
Effective and harmonious teamwork continues to be vital in putting AP together. Although we do not have face-to-face Editorial Committee meetings, Committee members readily provide support and advice; I am most grateful for this, as well as for the input of the recently-formed College Publications Committee. Similarly, staff from the previous publisher were dedicated team players, and already there have been strong signs -during the process of transition to the new publisher and in preparing this issue -that Taylor and Francis is committed to such an approach. In relation to our front covers, I take this opportunity to thank our regular artist, John Dickson, occasional guest artists and providers of photographs, who are usually tasked with linking the cover to a featured article; the resultant image sets the tone for the issue and often attracts comment.
It remains crucial that AP and the Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry (ANZJP) complement each other, and that the Editors communicate regularly. On several occasions, the ANZJP Editor, Professor Peter Joyce, and I have had the opportunity to discuss the direction of each publication. Essentially, AP will continue to address the Art of psychiatry (defined broadly), and ANZJP the Science. I look forward to forging even closer ties with Professor Joyce and his Associate Editors in the years ahead.
With the growing popularity of AP come a number of challenges. First, the increased number of submissions has placed a greater burden on reviewers. I deeply appreciate the time, effort and quality of work of reviewers, many of whom, incidentally, are trainees. I implore AP readers to think twice before declining to review a paper that is sent your way Á after all, this is your journal and reviewing papers is one way that you can help shape it. Second, necessarily, the increased number of submissions has been accompanied by a higher rejection rate. Increasing the annual page allocation will enable the publication of many excellent articles that currently can not be accommodated. However, there will always be sound papers that we are unable to chaperone through to final acceptance. Authors are asked to understand that this is one of publishing's realities. Third, contributors -particularly those working in academic settings -occasionally ask about AP's ''Impact Factor'' (a measure of citations to a journal). While accepting that in some circles the Impact Factor is regarded as a marker of a journal's standing, the measure is not without flaw and is more applicable to some types of journal than others. Going down the ''Impact Factor route'', always an option, may have implications for the nature and essence of AP. Finally, AP introduced Supplements in 2003 and I occasionally receive proposals for these. Supplements will be considered on a case by case basis; the quality of papers and funding source will be key factors in determining whether a potential Supplement will proceed.
And so, onward and upward. I trust that the journal is perceived to be providing a vehicle for faithfully -and with more than a touch of flair -reflecting our specialty's achievements, aspirations and dilemmas. As AP continues to go from strength to strength, I am honoured to be Editor. The Editor's role remains a labour of love and, for the record, that ''kid in a lolly shop'' exhilaration I described on assuming the editorship 1 is as intense as ever.
